October | 2005

Upcoming Clinic
Managers Meetings

8th Floor Conference Room, Doctors Building

*Wed., Oct. 12 2:00 to 4:00 p.m

(Clinics under 10 physicians)

*Wed., Oct. 26  2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Clinics with 10+ physicians)

*Wed., Nov. 9  2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
(Clinics under 10 physicians)

*Wed., Nov. 23  2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
(Clinics with 10+ physicians)

Little Rock
Colony West Shopping Center
501-224-3337
Corner of
Rodney Parham & Markham
501-225-6211
11108 North Rodney Parham
501-223-6944
Express Locations
500 S. University
501-664-4121
215 N. Bowman
501-221-3666
4010 W. 12th Street
501-663-9497
6115 Baseline Road
501-562-2348

North Little Rock
2743 Lakewood Village
501-758-8723
5209 JFK Blvd. - Express
501-758-0850

Sherwood
1300 East Kiehl - EXP
501-834-1480

Bryant
3525 HWY 5 North
501-847-5410

Benton
1024 Military Road -EXP
501-778-7456

Internet refills at www.usadrug.com

Pulaski County Medical Society News

Clinic News

Booth Rand, Assoc. Counsel, Arkansas Insurance Dept. &
Loretta Duncan, AMS Practice Management Consultant
at recent clinic managers’ meeting.

Susie Parks, VP, & Mandy Kelly, Membership Rep., LR
Chamber, & Ben Holifield of Premier Staffing, were guest
presenters in September.

The Arkansas Insurance Commission
web site has information to assist with
in insurance filings, laws currently in
force, and upcoming legislation that
may affect your practices at
http://www.arkansas.gov/insurance.
You can also sign up to receive notices
on new directives, regs passed, news,
bulletins, etc., via email from this page.
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“Flu Season Draws Near; Get Vaccinated” AMA Warns

The AMA is working with experts from several national health
care organizations to warn the public about the severity of
influenza and work to increase vaccination rates for those most
susceptible to the disease.

“It's no secret how to prevent the flu - get vaccinated,” AMA
Trustee Ardis D.Hoven, MD, said at a recent news conference in
Washington, D.C,, held by the National Foundation for Infectious
Diseases."The vaccine minimizes the chance of getting the flu and

CDC Health Advisory

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) are alerting consumers and
health care providers to five reports of Guillain Barre Syndrome
(GBS) following administration of Meningococcal Conjugate
Vaccine A, C,Y,and W135 (trade name Menactra), manufactured by
Sanofi Pasteur. It is not known yet whether these cases were caused
by the vaccine or are coincidental. FDA and CDC are sharing this
information with the public now and actively investigating the
situation because of its potentially serious nature.

Guillain Barre Syndrome (GBS) is a serious neurological disorder
that can occur, often in healthy individuals, either spontaneously or
after certain infections. GBS typically causes increasing weakness in
the legs and arms that can be severe and require hospitalization.

Meningococcal infection, which Menactra prevents, is a major
cause of bacterial meningitis, affecting approximately 1 in 100,000
people annually. The infection can be life threatening: 10-14
percent of cases are fatal and 11-19 percent of survivors may have
permanent disability.

According to Jesse Goodman, MD, Director of FDA's Center for
Biologics Evaluation and Research, at the present time there are no
changes in recommendations for vaccination; individuals should
continue to follow their doctors' recommendations. FDA and CDC
are not able to determine if any or all of the cases were due to
vaccination. The current information is very preliminary and the
two agencies are continuing to evaluate the situation.

Because of the potentially serious nature of this matter, FDA and

CGalendar

of Meetings and Eve

Clinic Managers’ Meetings
8th Floor Conference Room, Doctors Building

+Oct. 12 2:00 to 5:00 p.m
*+Oct. 26 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Other Meetings
*Nov 10-13 Southern Medical Association

Annual Scientific Meeting, San Antonio, Texas.

For information and registration:
www.sma.org or call 1-800-423-4992

spreading it to others.”

Dr.Hoven joined representatives from such organizations as the
American Academy of Pediatrics, the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention and the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services.
Groups at a high priority for vaccination include people with
chronic health conditions such as heart disease, diabetes, asthma,
chronic bronchitis or HIV; children 6 to 23 months old; people 65
and older, and health care professionals - including physicians.

FDA and CDC Issue Alert on Menactra Meningococcal
Vaccine and Guillain Barre Syndrome

CDC are asking any persons with knowledge of any possible cases
of GBS occurring after Menactra to report them to the Vaccine
Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS) to help the agencies
further evaluate the matter. Individuals can report to VAERS on the
web at www.vaers.hhs.gov or by phone at 1-800-822-7967.

The five cases of GBS reported following administration of
Menactra occurred in individuals living in NY, OH, PA, and NJ. All five
patients were 17 or 18 years of age and developed weakness or
abnormal sensations in the arms or legs, two-four weeks after
vaccination. All individuals are reported to be recovering or to have
recovered. More than 2.5 million doses of Menactra vaccine have
been distributed to date. The rate of GBS based on the number of
cases reported following administration of Menactra is similar to
what might have been expected to occur by coincidence, that is,
even without vaccination. However, the timing of the events is of
concern. Also, vaccine adverse events are not always reported to
FDA so there may be additional cases of which we are unaware at
this time.

Prelicensure studies conducted by Sanofi Pasteur of more than
7000 recipients of Menactra showed no GBS cases. CDC conducted
arapid study using available health care organization databases
and found that no cases of GBS have been reported to date among
110,000 Menactra recipients.

View http://www.amaassn.org/ama/pub/category/15532.html
to learn more.

Medical Exchange Board Meeting 6:00 p.m.
Conference Room, Doctors Building

PCMS Board of Directors Meeting 6:00 p.m.
8th Floor Conference Room, Doctors Building

PCMS Board of Directors Meeting 6:00 p.m.
8th Floor Conference Room, Doctors Building

Carrier Relations Committee Meeting 6:00 p.m.
8th Floor Conference Room, Doctors Building

Arkansas Medical Society Council Meeting
4:00 p.m. Chenal Country Club

PCMS & PCME Annual Membership Meeting,
Jackson T. Stephens Spine Center, UAMS
0 - 6:30 p.m. Business Meeting
6:00 - 7:30 p.m. Cocktail Reception & Silent
Auction
7:45 p.m. - Seated Dinner / Keynote Speaker:
Scott Smith, AMS Lobbyist
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Pulaski County Medical Exchange

Accepting applications for Operators - All Shifts
Competitive Salary and Excellent Benefits

Call Debbie Hudspeth (Exchange Manager) at
501-663-6900 to schedule interview. Resume can be
f2xed 10 SO1663: 1737, o,
Premier Staffing (PCMS Preferred Vendor Partner)

has several qualified applicants looking for “Clinic
Manager” positions. If you are in need of a Clinic Manager
or Supervisor, please contact Ben Holifield at

501 223 8367

2005 PCMS Membershlp Directory copies available.
Complimentary copies of the 2005 PCMS Membership
Directory have been delivered. Remaining copies may
now be purchased.PCMS Member Rate - $10.00 per copy
Non-Member Rate - $15.00 per copy 501-663-6900 or
email debbieh@pulaskicms.org

Psychiatric Associates of Arkansas, PLLC

Xerox WorkCentre 555/575 multifunction fax, printer,
copier, scanner. New in carton. Value $1000. Will sell for
$700. Call Jean Doss at Psychiatric Associates of Arkansas,
501-228-7400, or email to paa@alltel.net.
Can

3600 Cantrell seeks an experienced, intelligent,
personable, quality MA. References required. Superior
venipuncture skills required. Must be knowledgable in
various other MA clnical duties and be quick learner.
M-F. 663-3732. Resume to fax 663-0076.




