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Calendar 
of Meetings and Events

June No regularly-scheduled meetings of the
& July Society Board  of Directors

July 19 PCMS Summer Social, Milford Track

July 28 Carrier Relations Committee Meeting
5:30 p.m.
8th Floor Conference Room, Doctors 
Building

Welcome New Members
Bushra Shah, MD

P. Susan Wong, MD

In Memoriam
Fred O. Henker, MD

Hnry D. Johnson, MD

Carl Rosenbaum, MD

Wm. N. Jones, MD 
Asklepion Award Recipient

The
Asklepion
Award was
presented to Dr.
“Bill” Jones, at a
special
ceremony
during the
Arkansas
Medical

Society’s annual meeting at Chateau
on the Lake, Branson, MO, Friday, May
6. He was accompanied by his wife,
Ruth Jones, and escorted to the stage
by Joseph M. Beck, MD and W. Ray
Jovett, MD.

The Asklepion Award is presented
annually using the following
selection criteria:
• Promote the art and science of

medicine and the betterment of the
public health.

• Embody the values of the medical
profession through leadership, service,
excellent, integrity, and ethical behavior.

• Enrich patients, colleagues, and the
community through dedicated medical
practice.

Dr. Nick Plasidias presented the
award noting that Dr. Jones has been
an active member of organized
medicine since 1965 and served as
president of the Arkansas Medical
Society, Pulaski County Medical
Society, and Arkansas Academy of
Dermatology.

His leadership positions include
serving as chairman of the Coalition
for a Healthier Arkansas which
included 63 statewide organizations
and was responsible for passing a 12
1/2 cent increase in the tobacco tax
and the Tobacco Free Youth Bill. For
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his efforts, Dr. Jones received the Arkansas Hospital
Association Distinguished Service Award.

As founder and chairman of the Arkansas Medical
Society Committee on AIDS, Dr. Jones developed an
AIDS education project for the State of Arkansas
reaching 26,000 public school teachers and more
than 460,000 students. His efforts were recognized by
President Reagan when the AMS received the
President’s Citation of Excellence for Private Sector
Initiatives.

Dr. Jones testified before Congress in support of
the Ryan White legislation, appeared on the
McNeil/Lehrer Newshour arguing against lowering the
HIV immigration ban, and helped clarify AMA policy
regarding HIV.

Science has been the basis of Dr. Jones’ “tenacious”
pursuit of medical issues such as tobacco and HIV. In
addressing these and other nationally important

issues, he strongly insisted that the AMA must always
hold to its scientific principles. He led efforts to
ensure that the AMA treat HIV as a public health issue
rather than a civil rights issue; a position fully rooted
in medical science. His efforts led to changes in AMA
policy recognizing HIV as a communicable, sexually
transmissible disease and the necessity of contact
tracing and partner notification.

“For any problem we face in the AMA, there is a
solution - a system that works - but we must be
willing to do the homework and sacrifice the time
and energy to work the system. As we go through
the restructuring process we must maintain our
commitment to science and biomedical clinical
research. As a private practitioner, teacher, and
researcher, I understand the importance of this
commitment and the role of the CSA in making the
system work...”

As president of West Little Rock Rotary Club Dr.
Jones led successful efforts to integrate the club and
sponsored the first woman member. He is a Rotary
International Paul Harris Fellow. His colleagues know
him to be a strong leader and a tireless worker for
both organized medicine and the public health of the
community.

Arkansas is one of four states (MA, CA, AR, UT )
selected by the CMS for a P4P (pay-for performance)
demonstration project in 2005. Karen M. Bell, MD,
MMS, CMS Division Director, Quality Improvement
Group, speaking at a recent meeting of the Arkansas
Medical Society, said that that the CMS will “practice
on family practice.” She emphasized that data in
the three year demonstration project will not go
directly to CMS but will go to a private contractor.

Note: According to the Arkansas foundation for
Medical Care, the project will include internal medicine
and general practice as well. You must be enrolled in
the Arkansas DOQ-IT Project to be eligible for the
demonstration project. For more information, contact
the Arkansas Foundation for Medical Care 1-877-375-
5700, ext. 650 or go to PhysicianOffice@AFMC.org.

Doctors who meet or exceed performance
standards established by CMS in clinical delivery

systems and patient outcomes will receive bonus
payments for managing the care of eligible
Medicare beneficiaries. Modeled on the “Bridges to
Excellence” program, this is a three-year pay-for-
performance demonstration with physicians to
promote the adoption and use of health information
technology to improve the quality of patient care
for chronically ill Medicare patients. It is focused on
small and medium-sized physician practices in
Arkansas, California, Massachusetts, and Utah, with
the support of the Quality Improvement
Organizations in those states.

Authorized by the Medicare Modernization Act
(2003), the program will provide incentives to primary
care physician practices for IT, patient education, care
management, and quality. The demonstration project
includes up to 2,000 physicians in small and medium
practices, urban and rural. Payment years are 2006-
2008.

Medicare has various initiatives to encourage
improved quality of care in all health care settings
where Medicare beneficiaries receive their health care
services, including physicians’ offices and ambulatory
care facilities, hospitals, nursing homes, home health
care agencies and dialysis facilities.

According to the CMS, “The foundation of effective
pay-for-performance initiatives is collaboration with
providers and other stakeholders, to ensure that valid
quality measures are used, that providers aren’t being
pulled in conflicting directions, and that providers
have support for achieving actual improvement.
Consequently, to develop and implement these
initiatives, CMS is collaborating with a wide range of
other public agencies and private organizations who
have a common goal of improving quality and
avoiding unnecessary health care costs, including the
National Quality Forum (NQF), the Joint Commission
of the Accreditation of Health Care Organizations
(JCAHO), the National Committee for Quality
Assurance (NCQA), the Agency for Health Care
Research and Quality (AHRQ), the American Medical
Association (AMA), and many other organizations.
CMS is also providing technical assistance to a wide
range of health care providers through its Quality
Improvement Organizations (QIOs).

Through these collaborative efforts, CMS is
developing and implementing a set of pay-for-
performance initiatives to support quality
improvement in the care of Medicare beneficiaries.
In addition to the initiatives for hospitals, physicians,
and physician groups, CMS is also exploring
opportunities in nursing home care - building on the
progress of the Nursing Home Quality Initiative - and

is considering approaches for home health and
dialysis providers as well. Finally, recognizing that
many of the best opportunities for quality
improvement are patient-focused and cut across
settings of care, CMS is pursuing pay-for-performance
initiatives to support better care coordination for
patients with chronic illnesses.”

AMA Principles for Pay-for-Performance
Programs

The American Medical Association has developed a
set of principles for Physician pay-for-performance
(PFP) programs that are designed primarily to
improve the effectiveness and safety of patient care
may serve as a positive force in our healthcare
system. Fair and ethical PFP programs are patient-
centered and link evidence-based performance
measures to financial incentives. Such PFP programs
are in alignment with the following five AMA
principles:

1. Ensure quality of care - Fair and ethical PFP
programs are committed to improved patient care
as their most important mission. Evidence-based
quality of care measures, created by physicians
across appropriate specialties, are the measures
used in the programs. Variations in an individual
patient care regimen are permitted based on a
physician’s sound clinical judgment and should
not adversely affect PFP program rewards.

2. Foster the patient/physician relationship -
Fair and ethical PFP programs support the
patient/physician relationship and overcome
obstacles to physicians treating patients,
regardless of patients’ health conditions,
ethnicity, economic circumstances, demographics,
or treatment compliance patterns.

3. Offer voluntary physician participation - Fair
and ethical PFP programs offer voluntary
physician participation, and do not undermine the
economic viability of non-participating physician
practices. These programs support participation
by physicians in all practice settings by
minimizing potential financial and technological
barriers.

4. Use accurate data and fair reporting - Fair
and ethical PFP programs use accurate data and
scientifically valid analytical methods. Physicians
are allowed to review, comment and appeal
results prior to the use of the results for
programmatic reasons and any type of reporting.
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501-758-8723
5209 JFK Blvd. - Express
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Sherwood
1300 East Kiehl - EXP 

501-834-1480

Bryant
3525 HWY 5 North

501-847-5410

Benton 
1024 Military Road -EXP

501-778-7456

Arkansas Named
P4P Pilot Site

Dr. Roger Howe addressed the PCMS
Board of Directors meeting on May 17,
2005. His presentation covered an array
of topics including: How health
insurance works: why health insurance is
both the cause and the terminator of the
current boom in health care; the financial
model of a health plan; cost containment
and waste; legislation past and present;
any willing provider - what COULD be
around the next corner in Arkansas; and
tort reform.

Dr. Howe, a family practice physician,
has also written a book entitled, Where
Have We Failed? A
Systemic Analysis of US
Heath Care; ACPE 2002.
For more information go
to www.HoweHealth.com
and link to Amazon on
ACPE.

Dr. Roger Howe is Guest
Presenter at PCMS Board
Meeting

Roger Howe, MD
VP Medical Affairs

QualChoice.

5. Provide fair and equitable program
incentives –Fair and ethical PFP programs
provide new funds for positive incentives to
physicians for their participation, progressive
quality improvement, or attainment of goals
within the program. The eligibility criteria for
the incentives are fully explained to
participating physicians. These programs
support the goal of quality improvement across
all participating physicians.



Members and a guest 

are cordially invited to 

A Refreshingly Cool

Summer Social!

Articles represent the opinions of the
authors and do not necessarily reflect
the official policy of the PCMS or the
institution with which the author is
affiliated. Advertisements do not imply
sponsorship by or endorsement of PCMS.

2005 OFFICERS

Pulaski County Medical Society

S te p h e n  M a g i e, M D
P re s i d e n t

R . Le e  A rc h e r, M D
P re s i d e n t - El e c t

J i m  M . I n g r a m , M D
V i ce - P re s i d e n t

Ke m p  S ko ko s, M D
S e c re t a r y

C a r l  M . Covey, M D
Tre a s u re r

Th o m a s  L . E a n s, M D
I m m e d i a te  Pa s t  P re s i d e n t

Co m m i t te e  C h a i r s

C a r l  Covey, M D
Fi n a n ce  Co m m i t te e

Th o m a s  L . E a n s, M D
N o m i n a t i n g  &  C re d e n t i a l s  Co m m i t te e

Le e  A rc h e r, M D
Co m m u n i ca t i o n  Co m m i t te e

Wi l l i a m  J o n e s, M D
M e d i ca l  Le g i s l a t i o n

G r a h a m  G re e n e, M D
Ca r r i e r  Re l a t i o n s

J i m  I n g r a m , M D
M e m b e r s h i p  D e ve l o p m e n t  Co m m i t te e

C h a d  R o d g e r s, M D
L i a i s o n  Co m m i t te e

May | 2005
500 S. University Ave., Suite 311
Little Rock, AR 72205 
Telephone: 501.687.0039 | Fax: 501.663.1737 
Email: Carolyn@Pulaskicms.org
Website: www.Pulaskicms.org

April | 2005 Pulaski County Medical Society News

Pulaski County Medical Society
500 S.University Ave.,Suite 311
Little Rock,AR 72205 

PRSRT STD
US Postage

PAID
Permit No 1767
Little Rock,AR

� Maximize your current

recoveries

� Improve cash flow

� Lower debt write-offs

� Better utilize staff time

Time = Money

Over 125 years of experience

501- 374-7600 � 877-443-5538
P.O. Box 1487 � Little Rock, AR 72203
www.arctechrecoveries.com

Member of ACA International (Association of Credit and Collection Professionals)

We assist medical professionals to successfully recover lost dollars and maintain
control of receivables with time-proven collection tools and techniques.

No collection - No cost!

May | 2005 Pulaski County Medical Society News

Continued Inside

Calendar 
of Meetings and Events

June No regularly-scheduled meetings of the
& July Society Board  of Directors

July 19 PCMS Summer Social, Milford Track

July 28 Carrier Relations Committee Meeting
5:30 p.m.
8th Floor Conference Room, Doctors 
Building

Welcome New Members
Bushra Shah, MD

P. Susan Wong, MD

In Memoriam
Fred O. Henker, MD

Hnry D. Johnson, MD

Carl Rosenbaum, MD

Wm. N. Jones, MD 
Asklepion Award Recipient

The
Asklepion
Award was
presented to Dr.
“Bill” Jones, at a
special
ceremony
during the
Arkansas
Medical

Society’s annual meeting at Chateau
on the Lake, Branson, MO, Friday, May
6. He was accompanied by his wife,
Ruth Jones, and escorted to the stage
by Joseph M. Beck, MD and W. Ray
Jovett, MD.

The Asklepion Award is presented
annually using the following
selection criteria:
• Promote the art and science of

medicine and the betterment of the
public health.

• Embody the values of the medical
profession through leadership, service,
excellent, integrity, and ethical behavior.

• Enrich patients, colleagues, and the
community through dedicated medical
practice.

Dr. Nick Plasidias presented the
award noting that Dr. Jones has been
an active member of organized
medicine since 1965 and served as
president of the Arkansas Medical
Society, Pulaski County Medical
Society, and Arkansas Academy of
Dermatology.

His leadership positions include
serving as chairman of the Coalition
for a Healthier Arkansas which
included 63 statewide organizations
and was responsible for passing a 12
1/2 cent increase in the tobacco tax
and the Tobacco Free Youth Bill. For

Holitik, George F, MD ......................568-1155
3200 S Bryant St
Little Rock AR 72204-5924

George F Holitik MD

Holmes, Adele B MD........................847-2500
23157 Interstate 30 Ste 400
Bryant AR 72022-2861

Adele B Holmes MD

Horizons for Women ......................982-3461
521 Marshall Rd
Jacksonville AR 72076-3749

Karen G Grant MD
Leasa A Prince MD
David R Taylor MD

Hughes, Ronald D, MD ....................221-5011
900 S Shackleford Rd Ste 210
Little Rock AR 72211-3847

Ronald D Hughes MD

Infectious Disease Resource Group .. 661-0037
9600 Lile Dr Ste 340
Little Rock AR 72205-6322

Sandra Chai MD
John E Dietrich MD
D A Lindley MD
Nathaniel Smith MD

Innovative Spine Care ....................978-8618
9101 Kanis Rd Ste 400
Little Rock AR 72205

M Carl Covey MD
Christopher Mocek MD

Internal Medicine Associates ..........666-6100
500 S University Ave Ste 214
Little Rock AR 72205-5304

Muhammad I Shakir MD

Internal Medicine 
Associates-Hospitalist ....................758-7352
505 W Pershing Blvd Ste C
North Little Rock AR 72114-2157

Eric Bravo MD
Michael C Church MD
John D Clark MD
Kathy S Parnell MD
Eric C Pierce MD

Jacksonville Medical Clinic ..............985-5900
1300 Braden St
Jacksonville AR 72078-0309

J Dale Calhoon MD
Ronald Fewell MD
Richard Hayes MD
Aniel House MD
Robert R Ritchie MD
Alan R Storeygard MD
Phillip Tracy MD
Michael Waterhouse MD
D Neal Wyatt DO

The following clinics were inadvertently omitted in the 2005 directory.
Please clip and insert in the clinics section.

July 19, 2005

Milford Track

6:30 - 8:30pm

$10.00 per person

Bask in the fun!Bask in the fun!


