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Calendar
of Meetings and Events

• Going out of business sale — Equipment/2 full exam
rooms. Contact Sarah at 501-954-7414 or email
sarahkwilliams@sbcglobal.net

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
January 17 PCMS Board of Directors Meeting

6:00 p.m.,
Doctors Bldg. Conference Room

February 7 Medical Exchange Board Meeting
6:00 p.m., (RESTAURANT “1620”)

February 15 Combined (all size clinics) clinic 
managers meeting 2-4 p.m.,
Doctors Bldg. Conference Room

February 8 AMS Council Meeting
Chenal Country Club

February 21 PCMS Board of Directors Meeting
Doctors Bldg. Conference Room
6:00 p.m.

Pulaski County Medical
Society President’s Report
for 2006

I am honored to serve as President of our Society in 2006. It
is especially a pleasure to work with so many former presidents
who continue to serve the Society. Our greatest need, though,
is for new members to be more involved. Just as apathy can be
deadly in a doctor's attitude toward a patient, so apathy is
deadly to our profession when we fail to band together to
advocate for our patients. We have witnessed some successes
in recent years, such as with tort reform, and any willing
provider legislation. However, there is much more to be done.
Dr. Sam Welch founded our Carrier Relations Committee several
years ago, and that effort has made a significant impact on our
ability to communicate with different carriers, and it has made our relationships much
healthier. We hope this effort can be extended to the state level in the next year, and our
expectations are that it will. We have Brent Stane, an independent consultant, helping to
develop different avenues of service to our Society. This has included a major revamp of
our telephone directory. We now sell advertising in it which has greatly reduced the cost of
publishing it. He is looking into various services and products that we might obtain at
group rates for our members. Dr. Tom Eans will work with Dr. Carl Covey in helping to
evaluate these opportunities with Brent and make recommendations back to our Board.

Chad Rodgers has done an outstanding job with the Liaison Committee. He has helped
with our social events and with presentation of the stethoscopes to incoming freshmen
medical students from Pulaski County. The annual meeting he helped coordinate was
outstanding. We had the best turnout that we have had in many years, and, at the same

Lee Archer, MD

Clinic Managers’ meetings will resume Wednesday,
February 15, 2006 from 2-4 p.m. in the Doctors
Building Conference Room (8th floor). All size

clinics will meet as a combined group.

Continued on page 2

Meet Debbie Hudspeth, Exchange 
Employee for 28 Years

Deborah "Debbie" Hudspeth, PCME
Manager, joined the Pulaski County
Medical Exchange as an operator in
1978 - at a time when telephone
technology consisted of rotary dial

units. Large, red lights mounted on the wall flashed for
incoming calls. Each physician was assigned an ID number.
At ballgames and other public events, announcers would
broadcast a physician's ID number over a loudspeaker and
the doctor would scramble to find a pay phone.

As the number of Exchange members grew, so did
Debbie's responsibilities. She moved from operator to
secretary and in 2000 became Exchange Manager. Today
she manages more than 13 full time and eight part-time
operators in a 24/7 operation.

Debbie also serves as secretary to the Pulaski County
Medical Society. She has one son and a host of animals.
She is known for her love of animals and often rescues

injured dogs and cats.
Debbie said, "There have been many changes in the

nearly 30 years since I joined the Exchange. The most
significant have been advances in technology and
improved working environment for employees."

By 2002, the Exchange was completely automated with
computer monitors on each operator's station.
Computerized paging services now allow physicians to
identify callers, receive a screen message and have a
return page all listed in large print on their pagers or cell
phone screens. History data is quickly retrievable through
a custom-designed software program.

The goal of the Exchange remains unchanged, to
provide courteous and efficient emergency medical
answering services for Central Arkansas physicians. PCME
is the only emergency medical answering service owned
by physicians and is exclusive to physicians. It is governed
by a board of directors.

Kudos
R. Lee Archer, M.D., PCMS President, and a neurologist at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences who specializes in the care of patients with

multiple sclerosis, was among physicians honored recently by the Association of American Medical Colleges in Washington as nominees for the 2005 Humanism
in Medicine Award.

Charles P. Logan, MD, was elected to the Board of the American Urological Association (AUA). The election was held at the fall meeting of the South
Central Section of the AUA. Dr. Logan is one of eight physicians to serve on the Board at the national level. Dr. Logan is a long-time member of the Pulaski
County Medical Society who serves as delegate to the AMS.

D. Peter Han, MD, FACS, Commander, Medical Corps, Unites States Navy, and a member of Pulaski County Medical Society had been promoted to the rank
of CAPTAIN, United States Navy on 12-1-05. He is a board certified Urologist at Pinnacle Urology, P.A., and the only urologist covering Arkansas Heart Hospital,
Southwest Regional Medical Center and Saline Memorial Hospital. Dr Han was activated in 2003 to support the Operation Iraqi Freedom."
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Information collection and update for the 2006 PCMS
Membership Directory has begun and we need your
assistance to ensure that information we have in our files
is correct. Please complete the PCMS Directory
Information Forms that were mailed to your office in early
January, 2006. If the information on the forms is complete
and correct, please initial to show it has been reviewed.

We will continue the practice begun last year of
listing all clinics in the directory with the names of
the physicians practicing at that location. If your
practice has more than one location, it is particularly
important that you ensure the address shown on the
physician information forms is the address you want
listed in the "Clinics" section. The form contains
space for "Office Location" if different from "Mailing
Address."

The PCMS Membership Directory is the preferred
physician locator publication for Central Arkansas. It
has a shelf life of a full year. The directory was
redesigned last year including the addition of clinic
and specialty listings. Ad space is limited. For more
information about advertising call Brent Stane at
590-6517.

Deadline for return of questionnaires is February 1,
2006 by fax to 663-1737 or by mail to Pulaski County

Medical Society, 500 S University, Ste 311, Little Rock, AR
72205.

New directories will be published in April 2006. All
physicians (who are members of the Pulaski County
Medical Society) will receive a FREE copy. Clinics and
hospitals may order extra copies for $10 apiece. All others
will be charged $15.

2006 Membership Directory in Development – 
Ad Space Limited

time, raised $5,500 for the Centers for Youth and Families. I
have asked Chad to continue to help us and I want to recruit
additional help for that Committee. I would especially like
for new members to be involved and I invite anyone to call
me who might be interested. You could not have a better
person to work with than Chad.

Dr. Steve Strode has been working on disaster preparedness
for our Society. In particular, we need to know what type of
coordination we need to provide in the event of disasters.
The hospitals have individual plans, but there may be some
additional coordination we can provide across the County. If
you have a particular interest in this area, please let me know.

Dr. Bill Jones will continue to head up our Medical
Legislation Committee. I have recruited Dr. Andrew Henry
and Dr. Janet Cathey to help out. Dr. Tom Bruce, Dean of the
Clinton School of Public Service, will also lend a hand. The
Legislature may well go into special session in the next year,
and we will likely have a number of bills that we need to

lobby for or against. We can never have too much help in
this area and we will be recruiting many of you to help out.
Please call me if you are interested in serving here; we can
always use your help.

We have a medical student who sits on our Board. This
year it is Amanda Bell. We welcome her and hope to
continue building future leaders through this position. Dr.
Graham Greene will head up our Finance Committee and we
will look more closely this year about how we invest our
funds, and consider using an investment specialist, which we
have not done in the past. Dr. Tom Eans has been
investigating this and will help steer us in the right direction.

Dr. David Bourne has agreed to help on our Public Health
Subcommittee. His long-standing commitment to stamping
out smoking has borne quite a bit of fruit over the years. In
the upcoming special session, we may well have the
opportunity to advocate for a smoking ban in all public
buildings in Arkansas.

In closing, the underlying theme for this year is to get
more people involved. I especially would like for my
colleagues at UAMS to continue to join and work towards a
better future for our profession and our patients.
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Potential Medicare Pay Freeze Q&A
The House of Representatives is expected to act in early

February to halt the 4.4 percent Medicare physician pay cut
that went into effect Jan. 1. President Bush then is expected
to sign the bill which would restore payments to the 2005
level shortly thereafter. This situation has generated a
number of physician billing questions. Decisions on certain
issues are not yet clear. In the interim, however, AMA staff
after consultation with Medicare staff and medical
specialties have attempted to answer some of the most
frequently asked questions.

1. For what dates of service would a Congressionally
enacted freeze be effective? Would it be retroactive to
Jan. 1?

Under the legislation in play at the end of 2005, the
freeze would have been effective on Jan. 1. Barring any
modification in the legislation, officials at the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services have said that the freeze
would be applied retroactively to services provided
between Jan. 1 and the date of enactment.

2. Exactly what does the freeze apply to? Would
changes in relative values or implementation of new
codes be affected?

Under the current legislation, only the conversion factor
would go back to the 2005 status. All other changes
contained in the final 2006 Medicare Fee Schedule Rule will
remain in effect. Also, although the legislation includes other
physician-related provisions, these provisions would not

take effect until 2007 and therefore do not have any impact
on 2006 billing decisions.

3. If the freeze applies to dates of service for which I
have already submitted claims, do I need to re-file those
claims or will the Medicare carrier automatically adjust
affected claims?

The AMA and other physician groups had pressed for
automatic adjustments of affected claims and CMS will
honor this request. Physicians will not need to resubmit
claims for this period.

4. Would any additional payments stemming from
these adjustments be handled through one large check
or a number of checks with a 4.4 percent adjustment for
each patient?

Current plans are to handle adjustments through a single
check with some sort of additional documentation
indicating which individual claims have been adjusted.

5. Will the secondary payers also make automatic
adjustments or will I have to resubmit all my claims to
the appropriate insurance plan?

At the AMA's request, CMS has instructed carriers to
forward adjusted claims to Medigap and secondary insurers
if their agreements accept adjustments. Thus most Medigap
plans and some secondary insurers will also make automatic
adjustments. For some secondary insurers, resubmissionof
the claim will be necessary.

Helping to Rebuild Orleans Parish Medical Society

Medicare cuts effective January 1, 2006 as Congress
fails to act...

The PCMS Board of Directors recently voted to send a
$1,000 donation to the Orleans Parish Medical Society to aid
in recovery efforts. The monies came from the Society's
Public Health Account (funded by private donations of a
PCMS board member) to help the Society restore health
care services destroyed by Hurricane Katrina.

According to Susan D'Antoni, executive director of the
Orleans Parish Medical Society and the Greater New Orleans
Medical Foundation, the recovery initiatives will fall into four
categories:

• direct provision of services, such as a physician locator,
physician referral service, and medical records locator
service;

• development of educational programs and tools
regarding community, state and national resources
available to both physicians and for patients (the first
forum was focused on preserving medical education in
New Orleans which has badly impacted by Hurricane
Katrina and the closure of so many hospitals, and
flooding of the medical schools);

• consultation and assistance with medical practice
management infrastructure services, including enhance-
ment of IT, EMR, patient safety, aimed at improving the
health status and well being of patients; and 

• possible grant funding for individual physicians, or other

organizations who are committed to the rebuilding of
the medical care delivery system, and the enhancement
of access to quality care.

D'Anonti said that prior to Hurricane Katrina, the Orleans
Parish Medical Society and the Greater New Orleans Medical
Foundation established a number of goals which it hopes to
accomplish through various education and outreach
activities. It seeks to improve the health of the citizens of the
Greater New Orleans area by: Educating health care
professionals and the public on health care issues,
promoting healthy lifestyles and the well-being of the
citizens of the Greater New Orleans area; supporting public
health initiatives in the Greater New Orleans area; and
promoting volunteerism among medical and health
professionals.

She emphasized that these goals are even more
important in light of the devastation caused by Hurricane
Katrina. The Orleans Parish Medical Society and the Greater
New Orleans Medical Foundation are committed to helping
physicians whose practices were damaged or destroyed by
Hurricane Katrina to re-establish their medical practices so
they can continue to care for the citizens of New Orleans,
and is committed to being a resource for patients and the
public in the rebuilding of the heath care infrastructure
which was devastated in Orleans Parish.

Despite a last minute Congressional scramble,
legislative efforts to avert a  4.4% cut in Medicare
physician payments failed just before the holidays. AMA
President J. Edward Hill MD said "Congress failed to fulfill
its responsibilities to Medicare patients and their
physicians."  Both the House and Senate passed legislation
to avert the cuts. However, there were differences on other
matters that prevented the bill from being signed into law.

Before the holidays, Congress failed to complete final
action on the budget reconciliation conference
agreement. Unfortunately, because of their failure to act,

the 4.4% cut in Medicare physician payments went into
effect beginning January 1, 2006.

The House is not scheduled to return until January 31
and the Senate will resume business on January 18. If the
House passes the budget reconciliation bill that
passed the Senate, the cuts will be stopped!

Since Congress has not yet completed its work, CMS is
obligated to impose the 4.4% cut until current law is
changed. The AMA reports that it is aggressively pursuing
with the Congress and the Administration retroactive
adjustment once legislation is signed into law.

★Most prescriptions are filled in 10 minutes or less!
★Acceptance of over 5,000 prescription plans.
★Low, low prices on all your pharmacy needs.
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★24 Hour Voice Response refill system.
★Medicare Part B  & Part D Billing

Internet refills at www.usadrug.com
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Defending
Good 
Medicine.

GordonWilbournistheattorneyresponsibleforthecontent ofthisadver nt.

NATIONAL RESOURCES, LOCAL RESULTS
tm

WWW.KUTAKROCK.COM

ATTORNEYS

We are the law firm with the energy, experience 
and resources you need should you ever 
face a medical malpractice lawsuit. We have 
put together the right team to protect your 
practice and reputation. 

Our medical defense team is led by Phil 
Malcom, who has defended Arkansas doctors 
for over 30 years. Call or visit our website for 
more information. 

Continued from page 1

Welcome New Physicians

Jeanine Andersson, MD Lee C. Nayles, MD 

Kevin D. Breniman, MD Milton C. Roach, III, MD

Martin Greenberg, MD Patrick D. Walker, MD

Usman Khan, MD Michael D. Williams, MD

Derlis Martino, MD
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