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DR. TO PATIENT EDUCATION

Educated patients are happy patients.

Heoppy patients are advocotes for your practice,

At MD2ZPnet we've developed solutions to help you
educate your patients and provide you maore time
to focus on their treatment. We offer completely
customized patient education materials for

all specialties!

The goals of the MD2P.net program are:

To help you spread the word about your
expertise as a healthcare provider

Integrate patient education & marketing efforts
Promote your practice with affordable elements
Increase your referrals, both doctor-to-patient &
patient-to-patient

ORDER YOUR FREE SAMPLE
PACKET OF CUSTOMIZABLE
MARKETING MATERIALS TODAY
Go to www.MD2P.net
or call 877-577-MD2P (6327).
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Now you have access to an even stronger source
of medical professional liability protection

and service.

American Physicians Insurance Company (API)
has increased its strength, combining forces with
ProAssurance companies to become the fourth
largest writer of medical professional liability

insurance in the U.5.

You receive unparalleled support, with enhanced
risk management and claims resources. We are
committed to treating you fairly, helping you to:

* protect your important identity

* lessen the uncertainty you face

* increase the control you experience

APl, a ProAssurance Company.

From our base in Austin, Texas, YOU are our focus.

B00.252.3618
www.api-c.com
WWW.pIOassuranoe, oom

American Physicians
Insurance Company

A Prodsserence Company
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NEWS

Senate Passes Medicare Medicaid
Extenders Act

By unanimous consent on December 8, the Senate passed H.R. 4994, the "Medicare and Medicaid
Extenders Act of 2010." The legislation would stabilize Medicare physician payments at current
rates for 12 months, through the end of 2011. Medicare payments are scheduled to be cut by 25

In addition to providing an additional 12-month reprieve from the Medicare physician payment
cuts being produced by the sustainable growth rate (SGR) formula, the bill extends a number of
other payment policies that were set to expire at the end of this year. Of particular interest to

physicians, the bill would extend through 2011:
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+ the "floor" on geographic
adjustments made for the
physician work component
of the Medicare payment
schedule;

+ the 5 percent payment
increase for certain
Medicare mental health
services;

« an exceptions process for
the cap on Medicare out-
patient therapy services;
and

+ payments for the technical
component for certain
pathology services.

Also of benefit to physicians,
the legislation includes funds
to enable Medicare contrac-
tors to reprocess claims for
physician services affected by
provisions of the Patient
Protection and Affordable
Care Act (PPACA) passed last
spring with a retroactive
effective date of January 1,
2010. These include revisions
to the geographic payment
adjustments, increased pay-
ments for bone density tests,
and other policies. Retro-
active payment changes
resulting from corrections

continued on page 2
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Senate Passes Medicare Medicaid Extenders Act

continued

that were made in the calculation of certain relative value units
when the 2010 Medicare payment schedule was first issued could
be implemented, as well.

The approximately $19 billion cost of the legislation was offset by
an increase in repayments to be made by individuals and families
whose income grew significantly after they were deemed eligible
for subsidies to purchase health insurance under PPACA. Under
current law, such repayments are capped at $250 for an individual
and $400 for families; the bill would raise these caps according to
an income-related scale to as much as $1,750 for an individual and
$3,500 for a family making between 450-500 percent of the federal
poverty level.

The House of Representatives must now pass H.R. 4994 before it is
sent to the White House for the President’s signature into law.
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Pulaski County Medical Society News

Ashley Deed, MD Elected
2011 PCMS
President

Dr. Ashley Deed was elected
the first woman president of
the 144-year-old Pulaski
County Medical Society at
the organization’s annual
meeting Thursday,
November 18, 2010 at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel. Other
2011 officers are Renee’
Montgomery, MD, president-
elect; Danny Wilkerson, MD,
vice president; Tracy Baltz,
MD, secretary; treasurer,
Lydia Lane, MD; Chad
Rodgers, MD, immediate
past president.

Dr. Chad Rodgers & Dr. Ash/ey Deed

The President’s Award for a Lifetime of Service to the Practice of
Medicine was presented to Dr. Warren Douglas by Dr. Joe Beck.
Dr. Stuart Harris introduced Dr. Douglas.

The Dr. Warren Douglas Family & Friends

Other business issues included the unanimous approval of a
Bylaws revision adding a new “Resident” category.

Dr. Rodgers thanked the 2010 board of directors for their contribu-
tion to the Society that made this a very successful year. He noted
how the board has grown in diversity and in new members. Dr.
Rodgers expressed gratitude for new leadership and to senior
leadership for making PCMS strong in the past through their wis-
dom and guidance. He encouraged the Society to remain active in
protecting the practice of medicine in facing an uncertain future;
remain proactive in the community and society as a whole to con-
tinue to make the practice of medicine an honorable profession.

Speaal thanks to sponsors:
Central Clinic for Women and the Phil Malcom Law Firm are
our Gold Sponsors
Silver Sponsor is Blue Cross Blue Shield
Bronze Sponsors were Cross Gunter Witherspoon & Galchus
and Lammico

Pulaski County Medical Society News

Blake McGowan, MD Elected 2011
Medical Exchange President

Dr. Blake McGowan was elected to a two-year term president of the Pulaski County Medical
Exchange. Slate of officers also included Kent Covert, MD, vice president; J.K. Buchman, MD,
treasurer; Carolyn Clayton, secretary.

Dr. McGowan & Dr. Eddie Phillips,
2009-2010 PCME President

Dr. Amir Qureshi & Dr. Atiq Akhter

Dr. Monica Dellimore receives the Most
Outstanding New Member of 2010 from
Dr. Chad Rodgers
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Dr. Blake McGowan

Tricia & Dr. J. K. Buchman,
2011 PCME Treasurer

Bill Yee, Dr. Suzanne Yee,
Dr. Monica Dellimore,
Dr. Renee’ Montgomery

“As physicians, we have so many
 unknowns coming our way...

One thing | am certain about
is my malpractice protection.”

| Medicine is feeling the effects of regulatory and legislative changes,
| increasing risk, and profitability demands—all contributing to
uncertainty and lack of contral.

What we do control as physicians: our choice of a liability partner,

| selected ProAssurance because they stand behind my good
medicine. In spite of the maelstrom, | am protected, respected,
and heard,

1| believe in fair treatment—and | get iL.

‘ PROASSURANCE.

Professlomal Liability Insurance & Risk Management Services

. rated A (Excellent) by AM. Best Eﬁr -i)

lings, visit werw. ProAssurance.com = L “work
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